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Prof. Tetsuo Shiba and his relation to
the Netherlands
In Memory

Johannes F. G. Vliegenthart
Bijvoet Center

Utrecht University
The Netherlands

It was with great sadness that we learned in the
Netherlands that Prof. Tetsuo Shiba passed
away on September 28, 2010. Prof. Shiba had
excellent connections in our country and he had
here a number of good friends. I met Prof. Shiba
probably for the first time in Osaka, in 2000. In
that year it was celebrated that the relations
between The Netherlands and Japan existed for
400 years. The ship named: De Liefde (Love)
arrived from the Netherlands at the east coast of
the Japanese island Kyushu in 1600. Japan was

rather closed to the outside world and it was
slightly surprising that the Dutch people were
tolerated. The contacts in the early days had
mainly a commercial character. The activities
were centred in Dejima and Nagasaki. It took
quite some time before the contacts were
broadened to other areas. First a relation based
on mutual confidence had to be built, before
further extension was meaningful. According to
Prof. Shiba the Netherlands opened the Gate to
Chemistry in Japan in the 19th century. The
textbook by Dr. J . W. Gunning on Chemistry was
translated from Dutch into Japanese in 1861
and was widely used. Dr. J.L.C. Pompe van
Meerdervoort lectured on Chemistry in
Nagasaki already in 1859 and also his lectures
were translated. The chemist Dr. K.W. Gratama
played a prominent role in the period 1866 —
1871. He had a large impact on the creation of a

School of Chemistry in Osaka. He had a great

JSCR Newsletter Vol.15, No.2 (2011)



influence on many chemists and contributed
thereby to the development of chemistry,
chemical technology and chemical industry.
Gratama wrote a textbook on Physics and
Chemistry that was generally used in Japan. He
stimulated medical science and physics as well.
The letters he has sent in those years to his
family in the Netherlands are Intriguing. The
letters have been collected and edited under the
title: “Teacher under the Japanese”.

Prof. Shiba was fascinated by the history of
science in Japan and in particular by the role
Dutch scientists played in the development. It
stimulated him to learn the Dutch language and
it is his enormous achievement that he mastered
that difficult language so well that he could
translate Gratama’s letters into Japanese. In
addition to chemistry, also medicine, natural
sciences, literature, art and aspects of social life
came in the picture. In both our countries still
many tokens of the old days can be found. In the
Netherlands a large collection of historical items
is stored in Leiden. Today the societies “the
Netherlands - the
Netherlands” stimulate the mutual cultural
contacts. Prof. Shiba was much involved in the

Japan” and “Japan -

latter society.

It was decided that the 400 years of relation
should be celebrated in both countries with
international participation under the patronage
of the Crown Princes of our countries. Among
the various festivities there was the opportunity
to organize dedicated scientific meetings. This
opened for Prof. Shiba unique possibilities to
make use of his enormous knowledge of the
chemistry brought to Japan by Dutch chemists
and to pay a respectful tribute to Dr. Gratama.
The latter had been in the
education in chemistry in Osaka. An impressive

Instrumental

Gratama Symposium was arranged in Osaka.
in the
organization. A bust of Dr. K. W. Gratama was

Prof. Shiba played a major role
donated by the committee for creating the

Gratama bust, in close collaboration with the
Committees of the GRATAMA Workshop. It was
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an honour to have the attendance of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Orange, for the Opening
ceremony of the Gratama Workshop. His Royal
Highness was prepared to conduct the unveiling
of the bust. It gave Prof. Shiba much satisfaction
that the bust got a definitive place under the
eldest tree of Osaka, near the location where Dr.
Gratama taught Chemistry. The picture, taken
from the News Letter “Gratamare”, shows Prof.

Shiba left from a miniature of the bust.

The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts
and Sciences expressed the gratitude of the
Dutch scientists in the form of a special token of
appreciation to Prof. Shiba for his efforts to keep
the memory of the work of Dr. Gratama alive.
Her Majesty, Queen Beatrix, recognized Prof.
Shiba’s great contributions to the mutual
understanding of our countries by conferring to
him the high distinction of Knight in the Order
of Orange Nassau.

At the Netherlands — Japanese workshop on
Glycobiology in Utrecht in 2005, Prof. Shiba
gave a fascinating summary of the history of the
chemical relations between our countries. We
will miss him at the counter visit at the
Glycobiology workshop in Nagoya in October
2011.

Prof. Shiba was a great chemist and an
admirable man. He will be deeply missed, by his
family, colleagues and friends.

Utrecht, August 2011
Hans Vliegenthart
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31st Naito Conference (September 13-16,
2011), Glycan Expression and Regulation [ll],
Metabolites, Stress Response, Microdomains,
and Beyond.

Estelle Garénaux
Bioscience and Biotechnology Center
Nagoya University

This September, for the first time, I flew to
Hokkaido to attend the 31st Naito Conference.
After two months enduring the extremely hot and
humid summer that characterizes Nagoya, it was
definitely a release to land in Sapporo. The air was
different, fresh, and somehow reminded me of
France. Before attending the conference, I visited
Hokkaido University. As I was wandering in the
campus, admiring the landscape, especially the
majestic trees, I felt extremely relaxed and
inspired, ready to fully enjoy every opportunity the
conference would offer.

I have to say I came to the conference with a
lot of expectations, considering the very promising
scientific program, the speakers selection, and also,
not to neglect, because the conference was held in
English. Presentations gave me an incredible
overview of what was going on in the glycobiology
field. And this came as no surprise: I definitely
enjoyed any sessions, from chemistry to
glycoconjugates metabolic pathway, function of
glycolipids in membrane microdomains or
molecular interactions.
in a very

However, what surprised me,

24

pleasant way, was the emphasis made on
communication. During the conference, everything
was perfectly organized to promote exchange and
discussion, as the time schedule created many
opportunities to meet with other participants. I am
the their

importance should definitely not be neglected, but

mentioning about coffee breaks,
also about the length of poster sessions. I had
great discussion and collected many suggestions,
accumulating enough ideas and motivation to keep
me tied to my bench for months.

Another originality was the last session,
“thoughts on the future of glycosciences” addressed
to young glycobiologists. Being a young researcher,
of course my main motivation is to solve precise
biological questions, but I am also fighting against
time to get good publications, grants, position, so
that it is sometimes difficult to take a step back
and think more broadly, not only individually,
about what we are building, and understand that
we are partly responsible to develop and promote
glycobiology. This conference remind me to keep
being optimistic, I realized once again how
fascinating was the glycobiology world, and I will
try my best convincing people in other fields to see
it too.

So finally, was it the fresh air of Hokkaido, the
fabulous organization, the excellent selection of
attendees, the nice chatting every night after the
poster sessions, certainly a combination of all of
that, but I had a great time and I will keep an

excellent memory of the 31st Naito conference!
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2012 Gordon Research Conference on
Glycolipid & Sphingolipid Biology

Important areas of focus will include: novel
imaging technologies for glyco/sphingolipidology,
role of these lipids in membrane microdomain and
membrane dynamics, regulation of the enzymes of
glycolipid and sphingolipid metabolism, lipidomics
and 1identification of novel lipids with novel
functions, roles of bioactive sphingolipids in signal
transduction, gene regulation, and in diseases
such as neurodegeneration, metabolic syndromes,
diabetes, skin health and cancer. In addition the
meeting will cover exciting new developments in
cross relations between sphingolipid and glycolipid,
model organisms and knockout mouse models,
glyco/sphingolipid nutrition, drug development
and translational sciences.

Date: April 22 - 27th, 2012

Venue: Il Ciocco Tuscany Resort Lucca (Barga),
Ttaly
URL:http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?year=201
2&program=glycolipid

Application Deadline:

Applications for this meeting must be submitted
by March 25, 2012.

Chair: Yasuyuki Igarashi

Vice Chair: Walter M. Holleran

GlycoT 2012 Hannover

The program of Glyco T 2012 is dedicated to
address and integrate all aspects of glycosyl-
transferases. Internationally recognized experts
will meet with junior scientists to establish a vivid
and stimulating discussion platform. Please feel
cordially invited to actively participate in fruitful
discussions and enjoy the scientifically inspiring
atmosphere of the conference.

Date: June 5 - 9th, 2012

Venue: DORMERO Hotel Hannover,
Hildesheimer Strasse 34-38, D-30169 Hannover,
GERMANY

URL: http://glycot2012.org/

Abstract submission:

Online Submission by March 15, 2012; Notification
of Acceptance by April 30, 2012
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Co-chairs: Rita Gerardy-Schahn

Hans Bakker

Herbert Hildebrandt

Beate Schwinzer

Philippe Delannoy

Speakers: K. Aktories (Germany); H. Bakker

(Germany); F. Bard (Singapore); T. Braulke
(Germany); C. Breton (France); H. Clausen
(Denmark); R.D. Cummings (USA); T. Endo
(Japan); J.D. Esko (USA); J.M. Estevez

(Argentina); M. Ferguson (UK); K. Furukawa
(Japan); J. Gu Japan); R.S. Haltiwanger (USA); A.
Harduin-Lepers (France); G.W. Hart (USA); T.
Hennet (Switzerland); J. Hewitt (UK); S.
Kellokumpu (Finland); T. Kinoshita (Japan); K.
Kitajima (Japan); A. Kuno (Japan); K. Locher
(Switzerland); J.D. Marth (USA); H. Narimatsu
(Japan); S. Nishihara (Japan); M. Palcic
(Denmark); M. Pierce (USA); P.K. Qasba (USA); P.
Stanley (USA); H. Steinkellner (Austria); C.
Szymanski (Canada); N. Taniguchi (Japan); K.
Ten Hagen (USA); M. Tiemeyer (USA); M.A.
Valvano (Canada); D. van Aalten (UK); L-X. Wang
(USA); C. Whitfield (Canada); S.G. Withers
(Canada); Y. Yamaguchi (Japan); J. Yu (Taiwan).

2012 Gordon Research Conference on
Proteoglycans

Topics that will be discussed include mechanisms
regulating the biosynthesis of the proteoglycans as
well as their turnover. The role of proteoglycans in
development, skeletal pathology, cancer, stem cells,

and
of the

regenerative medicine, inflammation

cardiovascular disease, and diseases
nervous system will also be addressed.
Date: July 8 - 13th, 2012

Venue: Proctor Academy, Andover, NH, USA
URL:
http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?year=2012&pro
gram=proteoglyc

Application Deadline:

Applications for this meeting must be submitted
by June 10, 2012.

Chair: Robert J. Linhardt

Vice Chair: Nicholas Shworak



ICS 2012 Madrid

The International Carbohydrate Symposium (ICS)
is the most important event in carbohydrate
chemistry and biochemistry, biennially organized
under the auspices of the International
Carbohydrate Organization (ICO). The symposium
will cover all the branches of modern glycosciences,
from basic to applied research.

Date: July 22-27th, 2012

Venue: Melia Castilla Madrid.

Calle Capitan Haya, 43 28020 — Madrid, Spain
URL: http://www.ics2012madrid.com/

Abstract submission:

Online Submission from 11th October 2011 to 11th
April 2012; Notification of Acceptance by April
25th, 2012

Organizer: Prof. Dr. J. Jiménez-Barbero
Plenaries: L. Dijkhuizen (The Netherlands); R.
Gerardy-Schahn (Germany); A. Imberty (France);
Y. Ito (Japan); L. L. Kiessling (USA); J.
Klassen (Canada); J. Linhardt (USA); P. H.
Seeberger (Germany); B. Stahl (Switzerland); M.
von Itzstein (Australia).

Joint Meeting of the American Society for Matrix
Biology and the Society for Glycobiology 2012

The joint ASMB/SFG 2012 Meeting represents a
unique opportunity for scientists and medical
professionals involved in research, clinical and
applied disciplines related to matrix biology and
glycobiology to meet, discuss, learn and network.
Date: November 11-14th, 2012

Venue: Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina, San
Diego, CA

URL: http://www.asmbsfg2012.org/

Abstract submission

Registaration link coming February 2012.
Meeting Organizers:

Hudson Freeze (SFG), Sanford Burnham

Robert Haltiwanger (SFG), Stony Brook
University

Jeffrey Davidson (ASMB), Vanderbilt University
David Roberts (ASMB), NIH

Jean Schwarzbauer (ASMB), Princeton
University

SialoGlyco 2012

TNV R A B T RESERN I BT 2 E BRI SR
LT, 12T 2 FIT—ERMES L, BENL R YD
RYHZLATRESIE L, FFIXSH%AREIND
TETT,

Date: September 9 — 12th, 2012

Venue: Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC
URL: http://www.sinica.edu.tw/main_e.shtml
Organizer: Fu-Tong Liu (Institute of Biomedical
Sciences, Academia Sinica)

22nd International Symposium on
Glycoconjugates (Glyco 22)

The scientific program will include Plenary
Lectures, Invited Lectures and Contributed Papers.
The conference offers the following sessions:
Biosynthesis and Metabolism of Glycoconjugates;
Carbohydrate and Disease; Cell Biology;
Development and Differentiation; Glycobioinform-
atics;  Glycoproteomics;  Glyco(bio)technology;
Infection and Immunity; Physiology and Signaling;
Structural and Chemical Glycobiology and
Glycomics.

Date: June 23 - 28, 2013

Venue: Furama Hotel Dalian, Dalian, China
URL: http://www.glyco22.org

Co-Chairs: Jianxin Gu (Shanghai)

Yukui Zhang (Dalian)
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